
“The greatest honor we can give Almighty God is to live gladly because of the knowledge of his love.”  
- Julian of Norwich -  

WELCOME 
The intent of this Discussion Guide is to give us the opportunity to consider afresh who God is, what He’s so graciously done for 
us in Christ, and how that can propel us to live with gladness rather than grumbling this holiday season. 

PRAYER 
Take some time to share requests with each other and pray for God to be present during the group’s discussion 

READ 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 
Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, and by which you 
are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then 
he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 

SUMMARY 
1 Corinthians was written by the Apostle Paul to address various problems in the Corinthian church - problems with which we all 
struggle like marriage, singleness, sexuality, relational discord, hope, etc. Paul’s assumption is not only that people and churches 
full of people are messy, but as such we all need what he calls in “the gospel…the thing of first importance.” 

DISCUSSION 
• How does Paul essentially define the Gospel in the verses above? 
• How does Paul’s understanding of the Gospel stand in contrast to other messages we hear these days? 
• Paul speaks of “receiving, standing and being saved” by the Gospel as a way ion indicating that belief in it is necessary for 
every area of our lives; ie: for being freed from the past penalty, present power, and future presence of our sin and brokenness. 
As you consider different areas of your life, where do you sense you could stand to believe the Gospel afresh? 
• G. K. Chesterton said, “I would maintain that thanks are the highest form of thought, and that gratitude is happiness doubled 
by wonder.” As you think about what God has done for you in the Gospel, what of it leads you to be grateful? How might that 
gratitude impact the way you relate to others this holiday season? 
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